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rune bearing on the facts of life and mind, from
which both schools borrowed. The naive 4
mould in which the belief is cast is no doubt
primitive enough. We think of our nursery
rhyme: " The cat began to kill the rat, the
rat began to gnaw the rope," and so on . .
till, corresponding to the conclusion as to
111, we end: " And so the old woman got
home that night." This, we learn from folk-
lorists, is one of the most wide-spread of
prehistoric folk-runes of the class called
"accumulative jingles/' It is more to be
wondered at, that so few ancient doctrines
adopted as mnemonics its simple, impressive
sequences, than that two systems made use of
it. Neither body of doctrine was at all likely
to cultivate the form of the rune as effective
in and through its jingling cadence. There
is a good deal of such abracadabra in the
Indian literature that has grown up around
altar and priestly chant, but Buddhism and
Sankhya have no such traditions.

Hence, neither its antiquity, nor the accident
of its form, nor even its separate links, all of
which are taught severally, more or less, in
the Pitakas, can account for the high value
attached to the formula of causal genesis.
But in its affirmation of a natural order, put
forward for the first time as a gospel for all, in
antithesis to the animism about them : here
truly is an impressive iconoclasin and a bold
stand, costing an effort we can scarce realize.
Too great a forward stride to take and main-